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A wayside tavern where the local men drink and gossip; an
unsolved, twenty year old murder at a nearby mansion; a very
talkative black raven; a London locksmith and his family; a man
apparently returned from the dead; a hangman who enjoys his
job way too much; an anti-Catholic lord; a large and violent mob;
and the British Militia—what do all these things have in common?
All have, in some way, touched or been touched by the loveable,
young, simple-minded “idiot,” Barnaby Rudge.

Barnaby’s good nature makes him a joy to most who know him. Unfortunately, his eagerness
to please and his gullibility make him an easy prey for the unscrupulous. Can he emerge
unscathed when once he gets tangled up with the wrong crowd?

Once again, Dickens has managed to temper the horrific with his characteristic wit and
humor, as he tells this tale based on the “no-popery” or Gordon riots of 1780. (Note: If the
bird in this story seems familiar, it may be because he was the inspiration for Edgar Allen
Poe’s poem, “The Raven.”) (Summary by Debra Lynn)

Read by Debra Lynn; total running time: 24:17:09. In addition to the reader, this audio book
was produced by Karen Merline (dedicated
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